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Mario Bataii Charged With Assault and
Battery in 2017 Case
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May 23, 2019

The celebrity chef Mario Bataii, who built a formidable restaurant empire before retreating amid
accusations of sexual harassment by several women, has been charged with indecent assault and
battery stemming from an allegation that he groped and kissed a woman at a Boston restaurant in
2017.

Mr. Bataii, 58, is to be arraigned in Boston on Friday, according to court documents. If convicted,
he could face up to five years in prison and be required to register as a sex offender.

The criminal complaint was filed last month, and it said that a woman had told the police that Mr.
Bataii kissed her and groped her chest and groin at a Boston restaurant two years ago.

According to the complaint, the woman was eating dinner with a friend at Towne Stove and
Spirits, a bar in Boston's Back Bay neighborhood that has since closed, when she spotted Mr.
Bataii sitting nearby.

Mr. Bataii had observed her taking a photo of him with her phone, and told her to "come here right
now," the complaint said. She went over to apologize and to tell him she would erase it, she told
the police, but instead, he offered to take a selfie with her — and grabbed her as they posed.

The complaint matched an allegation made by Natali Tene, who filed a lawsuit against Mr. Bataii
in August.

In a statement on Thursday, Ms. Tone's lawyers said that she was grateful that the charge had
been filed. The lawyers, Eric M. Baum and Matthew J. Fogelman, said that Mr. Bataii should be
held accountable "criminally and civilly" for his actions.

A lawyer for Mr. Bataii, Anthony E. Fuller, disputed Ms. Tone's account.

"Mr. Bataii denies the allegations in both this criminal complaint and the civil complaint filed last
August," Mr. Fuller said in a statement to The New York Times on Wednesday. "The charges,
brought by the same individual without any new basis, are without merit. He intends to fight the
allegations vigorously and we expect the outcome to fully vindicate Mr. Bataii."
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